
Tell us a little bit about your 
background. As a child I was quite 
artistic but also pretty academic, 
so rather than considering a 
creative career, I just plugged in to 
academia and ended up studying 

engineering at Oxford University. That led to a job in 
property investment management, but after several 
years I found myself feeling dissatisfied and that was 
when I decided to change tack. 

How did you alter your career path? The skills I had 
didn’t lend themselves to launching a start-up, but I 
knew I wanted to work for myself, so I took a year out 
in Australia to try different courses and see if I could 
make a viable career out of any of them. First I tried 
wine tasting, then I did a six month interior design 
course at the Sydney Design School. I also planned 
to do a floristry course, but that never happened  
as I enjoyed the interior design so much that I was 
already hooked. After that, I was lucky enough to  
get a year-long internship in Sydney. I moved back  
to the UK and launched my business in 2011. 

Why Edinburgh? I’ve lived all over the UK. I grew up 
in Yorkshire but my family home was in Scotland, so 
I’ve always loved it here. Returning from Australia, I 
found myself in a unique position as I wasn’t moving 
for a particular job, and my family and friends were all 
over the place so there wasn’t one area where I had 
to be. While I love London, as a start-up I needed to 
go somewhere a little more affordable and Edinburgh 
was that place. It’s quite small, which appeals, but  
it’s still a capital city so it has plenty of restaurants 
and things to do. The Georgian architecture is also 

amazing, and many of the houses I work in are 
beautiful period properties, which is great. 

How did you find your shop? I wasn’t looking for 
premises, but I thought if I see something I’ll take a 
look. Then I came across this tiny shop just around 
the corner from where I live, which had a note in the 
window saying available, so I called it there and then. 
It’s on a street with lots of independent retailers – 
vintage clothing shops, book shops, lifestyle stores 
and cafés – so it’s a great hub. 

Did you have to do anything to the premises? The 
shop itself is very small, and was an empty white box 
when I arrived. I redecorated it and put loads of art  
on the walls. I wanted it to feel elegant, pretty and 
welcoming, and to project my interior-design style. 

What type of items do you stock? I’ve tried to 
source products that might otherwise be hard to find 
in Edinburgh. For example, there are some Rita Konig 
designs for The Lacquer Company, John Derian 
découpage dishes and Matilda Goad lampshades – 
things people may have seen in magazines, but not 
necessarily in the flesh. I really want to show people 
up here how lovely these products are. 

What do you enjoy most about running a shop?  
I love the interaction with customers, as that is 
something I’ve not had before. It’s exciting when you 
become engrossed in the details of what shade will 
work on their granny’s favourite lamp. To be able to 
talk to people who subscribe to my aesthetic, who 
love colour and pattern, and who like my ideas is, of 
course, very flattering, but really reassuring, too.

A grown-up gap year helped Jessica Buckley change her career path, realise her 
dream of becoming an interior designer and open a homewares store in Edinburgh
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Jessica Buckley Interiors,  
51 St Stephen Street, Edinburgh 
EH3 5AH, 0131 556 8918, 
jessicabuckley.co.uk.

Jessica enjoys sourcing 
beautiful designer homewares, 
from John Derian’s découpage 
dishes to sleek pieces by  
The Lacquer Company.
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